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Recent Accomplishments

Lori and Jake Graduated
October 20th

Terry and
Bella Lung
pass the &
CGC test!

Ramona
and Peatrl
pass the
CGC test!

| Clicker Training Proves Successful
i By Ed Kidhardt

When Arielle told me she wanted to train Charlie
to be her service dog, | had to admit | had my reserva-
tions. Charlie is kind of a free spirit; lots of energy, and
easily distracted. Arielle was trying to get him to do
what she wanted by using the word yes to reinforce the
behavior. But it was slow going. After our first couple
months of training with Paws To Freedom, Arielle and |
could see that Charlie just we
saying things |ike AMaybe Char
for thiso and Al knew | coul dr
breaking point. So, we turned to clicker training.

When we began training Charlie, Mara (our
trainer with Paws to Freedom) suggested clicker training,
but Arielle was opposed to it. The noise of the clicker
Aidrove her crazy. o But
gress, she felt crazy anyway. After talking with Mara,
we all decided it was the only route we had not traveled
down. So, we got a clicker and loaded it while sitting at
a bus stop. | had ran into a minute mart to get a soda, and
found Arielle and Charlie sitting on the bench. Nothing
extraordinary, right? Then
locked on Arielle. That never happened. Normally, he
woul d be at the end of his
found, and Arielle would be almost in tears because he
woul dnét | isten to her. I
of telling me, she showed me. She took the clicker out of
her pocket, clicked and gave Charlie a treat. His eyes
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